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at Valence, August 29, 1799, fill the years of
which every Catholic will say that he has
no pleasure in them. Years when the spirit
which had animated Christians to such lofty
deeds was everywhere yielding before its
assailants. After the Treaty of Westphalia,
the bounds were fixed between Catholics and
Reformers as they have since remained.
Looking at the map of Europe, we are struck
by observing that the limits which the
Roman Church preserved very nearly coincide
with those of the Western Empire, at the time
that Theodosius divided East and West (395),
North and east of Danube, Main, and Rhiofl^
the Catholic dominion is met by peoples whom
that Empire never held or imperfectly sub-
dued. But beyond its range Poland on one
side, Ireland on the other, furnish examples
of the Roman faith, enthusiastically main-
tained under pressure from the alien Govern-
ments of Moscow or London. Across the
Atlantic, Rome may point to the whole
South American continent, to the Central
States, Mexico, and French Canada as her
own. She has called a new world into being
to repair the losses inflicted on Catholicism in
the old. Her missionaries have penetrated into -
India, converted multitudes in Japan, found
a welcome at the Court of Peking. These